It consists merely in an arrangement, by which a flattened bar of steel is fixed to the handle of the left blade (i.e., the blade which is introduced first as the instrument is usually manufactured), so as to enable the hand to grasp it firmly, and prevent any rotation of the blade round its long axis, during the moment in which the second blade is being locked with the first. In the ordinary instrument each handle represents a semi-cone, roughly speaking, with the apex turned towards the blade, and the convexity external, and it is tolerably easy to hold this firmly, when it is dry, and no rotating force is acting 011 Pig. I.?Represents the handles locked, with the bar transverse. 
